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DIRECTOR, FBI 
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(167 "1067) <P) 


INVADERS aka 
RM 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 
LHM dated and captioned as above. 


Copies of the enclosed L!!M are being furnished to 
the United States Attorney and », r „ s.- Secret Service, both at 
Memphis, ami to Regional Offices oi Military Intel 1 igence = 


Source one is 
Sou *■*■:<! two is 


The enclosed jUJM js classified CONFIDENTIAL due to 
the necessity of prot'yV. Lap.- informants of continuing value 
tooths pro Lotion o ce ur 1 1 y ct the United States , 

AGENC7: ACSI,35S,0SI, SEC.SEH7*, 

I SB ^33 », KAO /P/0 


Bu re, a u ( Era:;; H ) ( RM > tfa 

Chicago (£ncs,3)(ttM) ^ 

(1 - 1 57- I evaders) 

(2 - 157-Black Panthers) 

San Francisco (Fnc 1) ( Info) (RM) 
New York (Encs .,2) (RM) 

Memphis 
(1 - 157-1067) 

(1 ** 157=-550, Possible Racial 
(1 - 66-1687 * , 


olence, Major Urban Areas) 
Jjcjj^nnnessoe) 
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Special Aa£nt In Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL EOEEAU OP INVESTIGATION 


Memphis, Tennessee 
Juno 0. 1909 


IN V A DESS 
RACIAL U 


Pol loving Is s summary of recent activities involving 
tbs Invsdsrs , s Memphis, Tennessee, youthful black powsr group 

with headquarters at 371 Vanes Avsnus, Meaphis, Tsnnesssss 

... 

(A c ha Factorisation of tbs Invsdsrs Is sot forth . 
in ths Appendix Soot ion.) . . 

h. *— -r" r* ■ '"'C. 

On Juns 3, 1969, Lisutsnant 1. B. Arkls, Intel ligsnes 
Bureau, Beaphis, Tsnnsssss, Police Department, and a first 
source both advised that they had learned that Coby Vernojj 
male Negro, 3240 Brown, Nemph tsT&fwrin recent months has b 
ths spokesmaiTSBa~RdvlsiT~Snd - public ity agent for tbs Invaders 
held a party at his home ,3240 Brown, in the garage apartment ^ 
at the rear thereof. During ths course of the party, gobs£t?» 


mith 


Tor sham. J r., recently a Memphis State University (KSU) /; 
nt, a male Negro, who resides at 150 0 Davis . Street , 

a play* for Coby Smlth*s girl friend, Polly McLean (phonetic, 
s a result Worsham was thrown out of the party. At approx 
y 1:40 a.m., Juns 1, 1989, shortly after being thrown out ? 
e party, Worsham returned to Coby Vernon Smith's horns and 
Smith with a .32 caliber pistol, ths bullst striking Smith 
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io j , girl friand or goo y Trarooir 
bSIOT^SSFTP # omale Hegro, ago 23 , and her address la lie tad as 
3 43 Hawthorn* Street. Brooklyn. Kgw York. Sba has claimed to , 
bo employed with a theatrical group called tbs ''Children's ^ 
Theatre Group," address 3d Hast ?fitb Street, Hew York, Hew York. 

i 

r * m' B 

Both Lieutenant Arkin and source one advised that v ‘ 
the? understood through reliable sources that Coby Vernon Smith, 
despite bis log Injury, was able to graduate fro* Southwestern 

College at Barnphi* on June 1, 196ft. , C'H>m* t Th 

• On June 4, 1989, Lieutenant Arkin advised that John _ 
Chaxlss&aith, male Hegro , date of birth October 13, 1943, — 

^Jfjlumbsr 334^32-?, who c 1 a lne~Y t eiTdende“a t~a43fi^ollentlM _ 
Street, ttemphis, la care of bis mother, Hra. John Borders, 

ing sought on a warrant Issued by the Memphis Police Depart 
charging him wit3L_at tempted homicide, the details of which are 


At approximately 1:38 a. a., June 4, 1989, one Treadle .r 
Pruitt, a male Hegro, age 20, claiming legal residence Sfl^aoutb v- 
Tcurth Str eet. Aoartae nt 38 ji Bewiiilia .-Tennessee, was found lying ;;;; 
on~STs back on the a£3~ewalh just north of 248 Linden. Various rj 
witnesses stated that shortly prior thereto he bad been shot by 
a sale Wegro, being shot in the back, and that a female companion ,v 
when she attempted to run into Walker’s Lounge, 271 Hernando, 
bad been shot by the same aesallant in both legs. 

MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGAN EATION 

- J 

Lieutenant Ark in advised that records of the He aphis, *r 
Tennessee, Police Department revealedthat a report ,of Officer 
B. C. Sdwards revealed that Edwards ,alon& with Lieutenant J. a. 
Prescott, proceeded to JohnySms ton Hospital where they interviewed 
the female victim, Bosettsmyebb, who claims she resides ftft, jibe ^y. 7> 
third floor over Walker’s Lounge located at 2Il^xnando-VhicV-^t~” 
is just around the corner from 248 Linden. The report revealed 
that she, along with her boy friend, Freddie Pruitt, had about 
ten minutes before the shooting left the Harlem House on Hernandos 
walked toward Linden where they stopped to talk to a friend of 
hers known as •’Stuff” who was later identified as Ernes tinangohnson 
a female HdgrofTnSaT she began kidding with Johns op regarding some 
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striking Freddie. An individual known to her as John C. "' 'rv^W'?^E.: 
Smith, later identified by her as John Charles Saith, 
pusher 584 632 F, last known to reside at 2430 7ollen+«— • — ~ ~ 
milled a olstol fro* his blue Jeans pants pocket unde 
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_ call the police 

and she ran across Hernando toward Linden. As she crossed 
Linden, she heard four shots being fired at her, all of the 
shots Missing her. She then ran to Walker's Lounge located r- ' 

at 271 Hernando, started to run up the steps, and through a 

door, when Smith fired through the glass door 
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Hosetta webb 

*» HV . ... addle Pruitt 

serlous7~and that he is in the Intensive Car* Ward at John Gaston 
Hospital, Seaphls, Tennessee. 

On June 4, 1969, sources one ana iwo wta #ur«w 
that during recent months Bosetta Bebb has been con^^dATAd bv .*- *:,-- 
them to be a mesber of the Invaders and that she sp 
w of her time in the Invaders Headquarters, 271 Tance „ , 

*ad in association with various Invaders in the city of He^pni*.^., 

■ They advised that Freddie Pruitt and Hrnestlne Johnson are ^ ^XJkt^x.. 

f 7 - not known to the* to have any formal connection with the 

-'■ * invaders . • j . - • - ■' ' 

.» . •• ' V' ‘ ^ > »* • * * ■*• ; -t .w\v , *7< V. 

On June 4 and again on June 3, 1989, Lieutenant Arkia 
advised that John C. Smith is currently in a fugitive status 
and has not been located. . ■ 1 : ■ 

■ Lieutenant Atkin pointed out that John C. Smith^4T^|^*|;. 
recently had the title of Assistant to the Sinister of Defense 
of the Invaders but that in reality this was a title in name ->*«-*■ 
only. He advised that Smith is currently on parole fro* the 
State of California where he was charged on or about April 23, 

•• . 1965, with Assault With a Deadly Weapon and that he had in anger ^ 

u - ‘ fired at a theater manager through the theater door and hit m ; • ^ - 

. .rr- customer in th* buttocks, using a hand gun as the assault wea 
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WA9 recently arrested in Heapbi:s f ' Tennessee » on a cnarge 
issuing fraudulent payroll checks drawn on ***ctlt i°u*_, -;>. .. 

television - company in Memphis and is currently free t® koid 

on this charge. 
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On June 8, 1989, Lieutenant Arkln advised tnax, -- 
according to Police Department records, at approximately 
4:40 a.aT, June 5, 1989, Police Department Officers 
Sojourner and W. a. Butherford while cruising in the vicinity 
of v Vance and Hernando found on the north aide of Vance at 
Hernando a group of negroes crowded around a^aaleHfggo^a 

beard some of the .crowd yell that the one f *“** 

t)OBD stubbed a «9« Tfiund bidddiDS zrcs iot 


>« e 


» • 




- 


‘^7* e/*- ; * 


1.* 


.Tight ^hest and right cheek. 



.joycsy Smith, age J50 , of 341 Saxo n. — — — — / ~~~i — . . * . _ 

(lLt*name unknown), according to officers , ^ad gottea into 
a fight inside the Twilight Zone Lounge at 399 Vance. Joyce 

Saith was located aad stated that this was true. Joyce Sai*a 
. 1 .. «h.A •*■»»/» fisrht at th® Twilight Zone Loua ,? % wnich 
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occurred shortly before the stabbing, broke 
[ary Helen left and went to 271 Vance, the 

invaders, and that a few aiautes later one Otl^arnvliy^ 
ntified by sources one and two as an Invader) told aer i 

Lance Watson 'had been stabbed by a female 
Halen or Mar} Ellen (last name unknown). The officers there- • , c . 

■- ^ ed that the stabbing victim was Lance S weet. ^ * * - { ■ 

Willie Winet^ajeon. (Memphis Police Departae^ '- 
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a broken beer bottle and stabbed hi* a second tiaa ©n tie 
right cheek. He stated that when he ran to 

to*seek assistance, she hit hi* on the 

stated that he did not want to prosecute this inalviottftl* 
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INVADERS 
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Lieutenant Arkin stated that he had determined 
from officials at the John Gaston Hospital that Watson’s 
condition was not serious and that as of the afternoon of 
June 5, 1969 , he was in the Intensive Care Ward of John 
Gaston Hospital as a precautionary measure. The chest 
wouhd had not been sufficient to penetrate his lung and 
the wound was somewhat superficial its was the wound on his 

cheek. 






f — - * On -June 2 and 3, 1969, sources one and two advised 

that the Invaders are in a state of confusion; that they have 
no finances; that they are remaining at 271 Vance Street, a store 
front, on a day-by-day basis, being seme two months in arrears 
with their rent; that there is no real leadership; and that 
Lance "Sweet Willie Wine” Watson has apparently become somewhat 
disenchanted with his position of Chairman of the Invaders and 
recently has been spending most of his time' in an effort to 
make some money by taking orders for dashikis, an Afro— type - 
shirt, which are being handmade by a group of Negro women 
at 241 Linden. They stated further that Lance Watson and _ 
another Invader, Johnnie Leev Frierson , former Memphis State 
University (MSU) student, had written the lyrics to a song 
"I Have Got A Feeling," recorded by the Stax Recording Company, 
Memphis, Tennessee, by one "Ollie and the N _ 
singing group. MEfvffiERPi_SL_ciL 

Lieutenant Arkin, on June 4, 1969, advised that the 
dashiki shop at 241 Linden is listed in the name of the 
Carodine Furniture Distributing Company and that according to 
records of the Memphis Light,' Ga3 and Water Division, Memphis, 
Tennessee, the utilities at 241 L i nden' are - in the name of the 
Carodine Furniture Distributing Company. Lieutenant Arkin 
advised that a confidential source of the Memphis Police Department 
advised that other services at this company list a phone under 
Number 527-2998 and that records of the City Tax Office, Memphis, 
revealed that 241 Linden is listed under the name I .B. or Jeanette 
ndreuccetti of 1849 East Brooks, Memphis ,_Tennessee. 
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t . The 1968 Memphis City Directory) reveals that 
/Alonzo Carodine lives at 220 _bindea-Avenue and a Carodine 
‘"Furniture Distributing Company is listed at 199 Linden. 
Alonzo's wife is listed as Grace; his daughter is listed as 

K'C J f* $ H < ,i t 


'1 - 


Yvonne, a student, 220 Linden. i£.\_ 
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1 J ! /» a / 

1 June 4 


1969 , tre first source advised that Yvonne 


arodine married one Richard^Bonfcajtt, male Negro, age 24, 
and that they d id recently live at 1^75, Tampa Cove. Richard 
Bon hart has recently attended Memphis- State University and is -— 
currently employed as a Reporter for the ’’Memphis Commercial 
Appeal," a daily newspaper at Memphis, Tennessee, The 
source advised that Richard’ Bonfc&rt' hits been a member jOf the 
Black Student Association {BSA) , a small but militant - black 
group at Memphis State University, which engaged in sit-ins 
in the Office of the Memphis State University President on 
April 23 and April 28, 19S9, resulting in some 105 arrests 
_on the latter date, during which the participants in the sit-in 
were charged with Trespassing on School Property, a state 
charge, and they have been indicted by the Shelby County Grand 
Jury but the trials have not as yet been set. The same source 
advised that Bonhart has been associating in the dashiki shop 
at 241 Linden Avenue with two other BSA members and HSU _ r 

students, Isaac.Taylor and Floyd Peete. J~Z— 

,t i: . s. , -V/ ^ t • * 'l * f~? * ~ "* ) - >- 

Source two confirmed this- information adding that 
Isaac Taylor has allegedly told Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson 
that he will pay him a 10 per cent commission on any dashikis 
which Watson is able to sell. 


Lieutenant Arkin advised that the Johnnie Lee Frierson 
with whom Watson ha3 been engaged in the writing of songs, is 
the same Johnnie Lee Frierson currently under indictment, 
having been charged a few months ago with the severe physical 
assault on the MSU campus of a white male student, during 
which Frierson severely injured the student in the face, 
resulting in plastic surgery and bone surgery being performed 
on the victim. 
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On June 1, 1969, the first source advised that on • 
May 31, 1969, Melvin s Smith, Minister of African Culture and 
History of the Invaders, was walking around the downtown area 
of Memphis with four male Negroes whoa he identified as being 
from Chicago, Illinois,, and being connected with the Black 
Panther Party in Chicago. Melvin Smith had quite a discussion 
with this group regarding the problem of organizing black 
militants in Memphis, indicating there was a lack of 

organization and a lack of unity, one Reverend Henry Logan 
^^( Sta rks. male Negro, pastor of St. James AME Church, told 
this group of alleged Black Panthers that the Black Panthers 
were not wanted in Memphis, Tennessee, by the mass of the 
Negro race. 

i a ft | 
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(A characterization of the Black Panther Party is 
set forth in the Appendix Section.) 


This group was not known to be traveling by automo- 
~ bile. All of these so-called Black Panthers appeared to be 
in their twenties; one was extremely tall, about 6 feet 4 inches,' 
weighing approximately 190 to 200 pounds, with medium brown 
complexion, full beard and goatee, black hair worn in a high 
Afro hairdo, dressed in a green. dashiki and black bell-bottom , 
trousers, and could have been 30 years of age or possibly older. 

This individual wore dark glasses. A second individual was described 
as a male Negro in his middle twenties, about 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighing 160 to 170 pounds, with dark complexion, small 
goatee on his chin and a mustache, wearing his hair in a very long 
Afro hairdo, and wearing a blue jeans suit, jacket and pants. 

A third member was described as male Neg«*o, about 24 or 25 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, weighing 180 pounds, with dark complexion, 
clean shaven but having a mustache, with medium-length Afro 
hairdo, wearing a blue jeans suit over which he wore a dashiki. 

'The fourth menb er appeared to be somewhat younger, possibly 21 
to 23, 5 feet 11 inches in height, weighing 200 pounds, with • 
light brown skin, short Afro hairdo, mustache with a Van Dyke 
type beard, wearing a black shirt and pants. 
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One of the so-called Black Panthers 
the group would le&ye Memphis on June 1, 1989 
were merely looking over the town with regard 
bility of organizing in Memphis. 



indicated that 
, and they 
to the possi- 
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Source one stated that he had no specific proof 

that this group actually was members of the Black Panther 
Party. 
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- This, information was corroborated on June 2, 1969, 
by a second source who advised that the above four individuals 
were first seen in Memphis as early as May 30, 1969, according 
to information furnished by Lance "Sweet Willie Wine” Watson, 
who claimed that this group had pulled their gun3 and shot 
at a police helicopter but that Wine told them to stop 
because the police might put him back in jail. 
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(Lieutenant Arkin has advised that he has been 
able to make no determination that anyone has recently shot 
at a police helicopter.) 
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The second .source advised that on the evening of 
May 31, 1969, the above four described alleged Black Panthers 
were in contact with some of the Invaders. The largest 
individual of the four indicated that the group would leave 
town on June 1, 1969, and might return to Memphis at a later 
date. They left the Invaders headquarters on foot and according 
to source two have not been seen since. 


Source two similarly pointed out that he has no 
specific proof that this group were members of the Black Panther 
Party, pointing out that many visiting Negroes in an effort to 
impress individuals will claim that they are with some nationally 
known black power group. 
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Also on June 2, 1969, source one advised that on that 
date a white prostitute, name not known, who works the downtown 
Beale Strset-Hernando-Vance-Lindeim black neighborhood, appeared 
in the area with a patch over her eye, claiming that a group' - 
of young Invaders physically assaulted her and "worked her over,” 
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apparently not wanting her in their area. 
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On June 3, 1969 . lj« p«m *dvigod that he had 

been reliably informed by some of tne 1 nv a d ® *£ite 

them had in fact severely whipped this unknown white 

prostitute . . ^ . h frIEMLER OF S'JEjr. f CSGAi^iTIOll 

On June 6, 1969 ,-Ifiotrtren^it E. H. Arkin ad £ised 
that on the afternoon of June 5, 1**, a male Negro known 
as T. Jones, 256 _Pauline, also fcaown.as T. Win f* ed ^ a $*® ' 

256 Pauline, but who gave the police diking 

n^German shepard dog on Vance near the Ipvaders headquarters 

? I^lg p7». and as a Mrs. Rut^shlngton. female Negro, 

of 267 Pontotoc came along with her 4-year-old s » h \i'Z”« n 
Washington, the big dog suddenly f « 

S^Sy wfshington has been treated tor the dog bltes at the - 

John Gaston Hospital, Memphis. Lieutenant Arkin sta 

that Negro witnesses to the incident stated that Jone: s o 

made no effort to restrain the dog; that in the con 

fusion following the bit log 

and that a Negro wale who witnessed thelr.cidont proceeoe 
to soundly thrash Jones or James because the dog d that 

the boy while he stood idly by. Lieutenant Arkin stat^ that 

James is currently being held in Memphis ^« y w £ereabout£ 

charges and that he admits knowing the dog s whereabouts 

but will not tell the police, despite * h % fad * 3tae 

that if the dog is not located and quarantined for ten days 

to determine the presence or nonpresence *? a 3 of painful 

victim, Danny Washington, will have to undergo 

rabies shots. 

James told the police, "If you want to find out where 
the dog is, go to 271 Vance." 
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two advised 


On June 6, 

the dog inquestion has been hanging around the Invaders 
Headquarters; that it is a German shepard, mangy , not be 
properly fed or cared ^for; and that as recently as the 
night of June 3, 1909, Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson 
had the dog ’with him In downtown Memphis. 

■ » Jr m w , l * > J JL J ’ If J[ \ mf 

Both sources one and two ident ified T. C. Jone 
also known as .James , as being an Invader, who only recen 
became '■affiliated with the group* 
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According to its official newspaper, the Black 
Panther Party (BPP) was started daring December, 1255, in • 
Oakland, California, to organise black people so they can 
. take control of the life, politics, and the destiny of the 
a black community, It was organized by Bobby George Seale, 
BPP Chairman, and Huey P. Newton, BP? Minister of Defense. 
Newton is presently serving a sentence of 2 to 15 years on 
a conviction of manslaughter in connection with the killing 
of an Oakland police officer. 
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The official newspaper, 'The Black panther, " which 
further describes itself as the "Black Community Nows Service,** 
states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and guerrilla 
tactics in its revolutionary program to end oppression of the 
black people, Residents of the black community are urged to 
ara themselves against the police who are consistently referred 
to in the publication as "pigs" who should be killed. - 

* 

jp 

"The Black Panther" issue of September 7, IS 63, contains 
an -editorial by BPP Minister of Education, George Mason Murray, 

. whmch ends with the following: 


"Black men. Black people, colored persons of America, 
revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture worth 
keeping is a revolutionary culture. Change. Freedom everywhere. 
Dynamite! Black power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere." 


Included in the introduction to an article appe 
in the October 5, 1968, edition of '*The Black panther" is 
statement. ". ,.v;e will not dissent from American Governs 
Y/e will overthrow it." 



Issues of *The Black panther" regularly contain 
quotations from the writings of Chairman MAO Tso-tung of the 
People’s Republic of China and feature MAO’s statement a hat 
"political power grows out of the barrel of a gun." 



sated a 


Tho national headquarters of the B?P is 10 
Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, California. Branches have scon 
established at various locations throughout tho United Scales. 
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public schools. Over 25 have been convicted for thes 
offenses, most of them making bond and appealing C' 

For example, John Burrell Smith has been convicted of 
inciting a high school riot and possession of marijuana. 
Charles Laverne Cabbage has been convir cod of carrying a , 
pistol, third degree burglary, and refusal to report .for 
Armed Forces induction, . 
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Both sources added that 
attendant publicity have weakened the influence or 
Invaders and. caused them to ha lefts vocal and less publicly 
contentious. Their membership is estimated at forty with 
only about twenty hard-core members. The Invaders have no 
financial resources of consequence which furt-.rr restricts 
their activities. Sources one and two added chat the 


Invaders primarily engage in psychological v/arfare by 
attempting to convince the community that they are far 
more powerful and potentially violent than is actually the 
case. Sources one and two advised that on occasion the 
Invaders refer to their group as the EOp but actually the 
only active cell is the invaders. 
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conclusions of the FBI. 
is ..ho anted to vyour agency; WKM 
distributed outside your agency 


It Is the property of the FBI and 
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